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deponent paid out of his own pocket, his total expenditure being
about one thousand five hundred pesos.
Deponent frequently took his soldiers to the fort to train and
exercise them, that they might be expert in what they were to do
when the enemy should appear; and he was so engaged in this
because it was His Majesty's service, in order to distinguish himself
therein, and so occupied that, for this reason, and also in order not
to dishearten the householders, transient population and inhabitants
of this city, he failed to remove much very valuable property which
(p. 56) he had in this city, then worth over twenty thousand pesos.
It would be worth much more today, and this is the truth.
As soon as the enemy was sighted from this city, deponent went
into the said fort and castle of which he is captain, and in it found
eight pieces of brass ordnance which, as said, he had made ready.
And these were two perriers, three sakers, two demi-culverins and a
falcon, with the munitions aforesaid, which the governor sent that
night, added to three he had previously received; and twenty-five
soldiers who had been assigned to deponent in the first council
which was held, and ten or twelve seamen who went to the fort with
him and eight or ten negroes belonging to deponent and other
persons. They were to send deponent fifty soldiers more and as many
more Indians, and one galley was to come up close to the fort to
protect it, but none of this was done. Deponent had only the men
who embarked with him. His twenty-five men had muskets, harque-
buses and pikes and so did the seamen.
Asked what use he made of these preparations, munitions and
arms (p. 57) in defence of this city and offence of the enemy, he
stated that these people and materials being, as said, assembled in
the fort, and everything in readiness, he determined to die if neces-
sary in the service of God and the king and in defence of this city,
and so was very vigilant and kept up the courage of his men from
the time that the enemy occupied the harbour, and all the following
night he held his post in such manner that the enemy could not pass
that way or land men, nor did any enemy enter by Boqueron
channel which deponent defended.
According to what deponent has understood since, at Hicacos
Point, which is about a league from this city, the enemy landed one
thousand two hundred men. Deponent was told by an interpreter,
who he believes was their commander's interpreter, that to take this
city it had been resolved aboard ship to land one thousand eight
hundred men in sixteen companies, of which troops one thousand
two hundred were to be set ashore on Point Hicacos about ten